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trious and always work with their male relations in fields and elsewhere.
They are now very much handicapped; for just when the burden ol sup-
porting the family is thrown on their sfooulders and they are called upon
by the untoward circumstances to be the sole bread-earners for their
families, they find no work that would give them a living wage. Though
Moplahs have always been poor, still there were no beggars among them.
But now it is a common sight to see Moplah women and children in tat-
ters begging in the streets. Among the poor Muslim women who beg in
this alms-giving month of Ramzan, I find almost half are Moplah
women in Madras, and I am told this is the case in all large cities in this
Presidency.

As for children, their neglected condition can be more imagined
than described.

Something has to be done and done immediately if the Moplah com-
munity is to be saved from moral, even physical, destruction. In spite of
all his faults and shortcomings, the Moplah is a fine man. He has the
bravery, the pluck and the grit of his Arab father, and the gentleness
and the industry of his Nair mother. His religious zeal is more mis-
understood than appreciated. He is as a rule peaceful, but he brooks
no affront to his honour or religion. Unfortunate circumstances, the
causes of which I need not enter into on this occasion, forced him into
the position of a rebel. He has done what anyone, Hindu, Muslim or
Christian, under the same circumstances and in the same emergency,
would have done in self-defence and self-interest. He has suffered the
consequence of his deeds. Should the society also visit his sins on his
wife and children?

I place this matter before you, Mahatmaji, because you are the head
of the Indian nation, and both , Hindus and Mussalmans jointly and
severally look upon you as their leader. It is not for me to say how this
great problem should be tackled. In your wisdom and goodness of
heart, you will, God willing, find ways and means to carry life-giving suc-
cour to the suffering Moplah women and children. Your appeal will
make the Hindus forgive and forget and show that Hjajpiammitv ,^f the
heart without which no nation can aspire to be great, and your appeal
will make Mussalmans realize more fully their duty to themselves. I am
sure all the leading men, irrespective of caste or creed or political thoughts,
will join hands with you in bringing this humanitarian cause home to the
people at large.

My appeal must necessarily be to the Hindus. 1 do not fcnow
how far it will be successful in the present tenskm t>etween the two
communities. But I must not think of t&e resttlt. I shoitM be
of cowatrdice if I did not pubKsJ* MrvYakub Hasans letter
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